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among the worst in the world when it comes to sexual
assault. According to a report from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), 19.4 percent of adult women
have been victims of sexual assault, a rate that is two to
three times higher than in other developed countries. And
while researchers estimate that as many as one-third of
sexual assaults go unreported, that’s only because it’s so
difficult for women to come forward. The truth is that a lot of
women go to jail because they claim a crime they didn’t
commit. Considering that the U.S. spends more per capita on
criminal justice than any other country in the world, the rate
of wrongful convictions is not acceptable. But as the current
political climate regarding criminal justice reform makes it
more difficult for rape victims to get justice, it’s incumbent
on all of us to better educate ourselves on how sexual assault



cases are prosecuted in the U.S. We asked Justice Integrity
Watch, a nonprofit organization dedicated to rooting out
wrongful convictions, for five questions about the system,
from how the people involved in the investigation are trained
to how every piece of evidence is handled. This was our
attempt to learn more about how sexual assault cases are
prosecuted in the U.S. Here’s what we found:
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